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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/NL 0300533 

I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as ''originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 

Description, Pages 

1-15 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 -1 5 filed with telefax on 26.1 1 .2004 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/4-4/4 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made since thev have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)) V 

m%n e ) PlaC6ment ShBet °° ntainin9 SUch ame "dments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

IV. Lack of unity of invention 

1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees, the applicant has: 
S restricted the claims. 

□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

□ neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2 * D Sli^Jl&SE^r! requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to 
Rule 68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. cu**jiumy 10 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 
S complied with. 

□ not complied with for the following reasons: 

4 ' SS SSJ^JS^S? intemational app,ication were the subject of intemational pre,imina * 

IS all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. . 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 
D1: GB-A-21 17736 

D2: US-A-6032818 
D3: US-A-5788121 
D4: US-A-5988422 

2 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of independent claim 1 does not involve an inventive step in the 
sense of Article 33(3) PCT. 

The document D2 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter 
of claim 1 and discloses (see column 3, Iine15 - column 4, line 19; column 5, lines 
22-64; fig. 1 -3, 9a-9f) a combination comprising a container (1 1 ) and an empty 
bag (1) that can be unfolded from a flat, empty state into a filled final state; 
wherein the container has a walled enclosure that defines a container chamber, 
which walled enclosure comprises a base (29) and a peripheral wall ^28) that is 
upright in the height direction from the base; wherein the bag comprises a first (2), 
a second (3), and a third (35) sheet for forming, respectively a first, second and 
third bag wall; wherein the first sheet is joined to the second sheet via the third 
sheet; wherein, in the flat empty state, the third sheet is folded along a fold line 
(40); wherein, in the flat empty state, the fold line of the third sheet is between the 
first and the second sheet; wherein the first sheet of the bag is provfefed with a first 
opening (5) for emptying the bag, the first opening being connected to the 
peripheral wall; wherein the foldable bag in the filled final state has dimensions 
that essentially correspond to those of the container chamber; whereby the first 
sheet of the bag is provided with a second opening (6) for filling the bag; the first 
opening and second opening are fixed to the walled enclosure; the first opening is 
provided at the base of the container and the second opening is provided at the 
top of the peripheral wall such that, between the first opening and second 
opening, the bag is in contact with the peripheral wall over essentia^ the entire 
height of the peripheral wall as well that, with the container upright aid from the 
flat, empty state, the bag unfolds from the first opening along the base and from 
the base into the top of the container chamber. 
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The subject-matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this known combination in that 
the bag comprises a fourth sheet for forming a fourth bag wall; wherein the first 
sheet is joined to the second sheet via said fourth sheet; wherein, in the flat empty 
state, the fourth sheet is folded along a fold line; wherein, in the flat empty state, 
the fold line of the fourth sheet is between the first and the second sheet facing ' 
the fold line of the third sheet; and wherein said fold lines extend essentially in the 
height direction of the container. 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as 
to provide a combination which is easy to fill for a very high degree, avoiding loss 
of filling capacity because of folded bag parts. 

However, the solution proposed in claim 1 consisting in a bag formed with a fourth 
sheet, whereby the fold lines of the third and fourth sheets extend essentially in 
the height direction of the container, has already been employed for the same 
purpose in similar combination, see document D1 (page 1 , line 57 - page 3, line 
13; page 6, lines 1 1-34; fig. 1-12) as well as document D4 (see column 6, lines 3- 
67; fig. 1-5). It would be obvious to the person skilled in the art, namely when the 
same result is to be achieved, to apply these features with corresponding effect to 
a combination according to document D2, thereby arriving at a combination 
according to claim 1 . 

The solution proposed in claim 1 of the present application can therefore not be 
considered as involving an inventive step. 

3 The same reasoning applies to the subject-matter of independent clam 1 4, which 
is not considering as involving an inventive step either (Article 33(3) PCT). ' 

4 The dependent claims 2-1 3 and 15 do not contain any features whicfe; in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the 
requirements of the PCT in respect of inventive step, the reasons bang as follows: 

The additional features defined in these claims are either known from the 
available prior art or they are considered as being within the scope oEthe 
customary practice followed by persons skilled in the art, especially as the 
advantages thus achieved can be readily contemplated in advance see for 
instance documents D2 for claims 2, 7 and 15; D3 (see fig. 1-4) or M for claims 
3-6; D1 for claims 8-13. 
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5 In order to be complete the following remarks are also made: 

5.1 When drafting claim 4, whose subject-matter corresponds to the subject-matter of 
former claim 4, some features have been deleted, which extends the scope of that 
claim beyond the content of the application as filed, contrary to Article 19(2) PCT. 

5.2 The last feature of claim 1 "with the container upright and from the flat, empty 
state, the bag unfolds from the first opening along the base and from the base into 
the top of the container" relate to a method of using the combination rather than 
clearly defining the combination in terms of its technical features. The intended 
limitations are therefore not clear from this claim, contrary to the requirements of 
Article 6 PCT. 

5.3 The term "optionally" used in the expression "and optionally fourth sheet" in claim 
10 should have been deleted since said fourth sheet is part of the subject-matter 
defined in claim 1 (Article 6 PCT). 

5.4 Claim 14 refers to the first and second fixing, which wordings do not appear in 
claim 1 , thereby leaving the reader in doubt as to the technical features to which 
these expressions refer (Article 6 PCT). 

5.5 To meet the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the documents D1 and D2 
should have been identified in the description and the relevant background art 
disclosed therein should have been briefly discussed. 

Additionally, the reference to the document DE-U 931620 in the description on 
page 2 seems to be erroneous. 



5.6 



The description is not in conformity with the amended claims as required by Rule 
5.1(a)(iii) PCT. 
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New claims 

be trnfolded from a fla t, empty ^ ^ ft ^ 
5 Wte e fo*eeoatamer^ 

ante climber (94), which ^ed closure comprises (91) ap^phend 
wajl (92) that is upright mths height direction from Ifce base (91); 
wherein the bag (1, 100) comprises a first (,0), a second (20), a tnird (30) and a ftmrth 
(40) sheet for fcnning, respectively, a first, second third and fenrth bag wall; 
10 wherein the first sheet (10) is joined to the second sheet (20) via the third (3Q) and the 
fi»Utth(40) sheet; 1 ' W 

Wherein, in the flat empty state, the third (30) and the fointh (40) sheet are each folded 
along a fold line (31, 41); 

wherein, in the flat, empty state, the fold line (3 1) of the third B fl e# (30) and the fold 
IS hue (41) of the fintfh sheet are between the first (10) and the second (20) shee* ^ 

wherein the fold lines (31, 41) extend essentially m the heignt direction of the 
contajnerj 

Wherein the first sheet (10) of the bag (1, 100) is provided with a first opening (16) for 
20 emptying the bag, the first opening (6 ) being eowfed to the peripheral watt (92)- 
wherein the foldable bag in the fiu ed final ^ lias dimensions that essentwlly 
correspond to those of the container chamber (94); 



that the first sheet (10) of the. bag (1, 100) is provided with % second opening (15 
25 105)forfillingihebag, P«w*6l«, 

in that the first opening (16) and second opening (15, 105) are fi*ed to the walled 
enclosure (91, 92, 93); 

in that the first opening (16) is provided at the base «fthecnntainer(50,90) W dthe 
second opening (15, 105) is provided at fee top of the peripheral wall (92) such that, 
30 between the first opening (16) and second opening (15, 105), the bag (1, 100) is in 
intact with meperipheralwaU (92) over essentially the entte height of ^peripheral 

(1, 100) unfolds from the first opening (16) along the base and from the base into the 



2004 15:33 NED. OCTROOIBUREflU 31 70 3527528 



NO. 933 p. 



2 

top Pf the container chamber (94). 

2. Combination according to Claim 1, wherein we container chamber (94) i? 
essentially block-shaped or cyhndrical. 

3. Combination according to Claim 2, 

Wherein the first (10) and second (20) sheet each have two mnmaUypamUel side 
edges (12, 14; 22, 24) running in the height direction; 

Wherein, on the one hand, the first sheet (10) isjoined together with the wild (30) 
and fourth (40) sheet and, on the other hand, the secpnd sheet (20) is joined 
together with the third (30) and fourth (40) sheet at the tops and bottoms thereof 
along an oblique seal (61), viewed With respect to the side edges, such that m the 
completely filled state the seals (61) essentially determine the diagonals of the 
bottom surface and the top surface of the bag (1, 100). 

4. Combination according to Claim 3, 

wherein atop rib/axis (63) runs between the outward-pointing ends of the top 
obhaue seals (61) of me first sheet (10); and 

wherein a bottom rib/axis (64) runs between the outward-pointing ends of the. 
bottom oblique seals (61) of the first sheet (10). 

5. Combination according to Claim 4, 

wherein the distance fiom, on the one hand, the second opening (15, 105) to, on 
fee other hand, the top rib/axis (63) is at most 25% of the depth of the container 
chamber (94), viewed horhsontally and transversely to the top rib/axis (63), 
wherein said distance is preferably at most 15%, snch as at most 10%. qf said 
depth, 

6. Combination according to one of Claims 4-5, 

wherein the distance fiom, on the one hand, the first opening (1 $) to, on the other 
hand, the bottom rib/axis (64) is at most 25% of the depth of the container 
chamber (94), viewed horizontally and transversely to the bottom rib/axis (64), 
wherein said distance is preferably at most 15%, such as at most 10%, pf B8 id 
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depth. 

7. Cu^ioation coming ta ^ otA , precemng ^ ^ 

to form a channel (1 7) between the firsts second she* (1 0, 20 W the fiflt 
ppening(l6), 

9. Combination according to claim 8, wherein foe fc W l*e (4!) of ifre fcnrth ^ 

^ S ^ a *** a ^ State extends underneath the fost opening (16) to form a channel 
(17) between foe first and second sheet (10, 20) past foe first opening (16). 

10. Combination according*, data 8 m9 , *m*^*totomcfrtng (1© 

has beenn l ade close to the longitudinal centre line of foe fin* sheet (10), wherein 

fold lines in the tJntd snd optionaUy fourth sheet (30. 40) in the initial state 
extend essentially parallel to and close to said longitedinal centre Ifoe. 

11. C^** 8C cordingto clairn 8 or 9. characterised in that ^ distance pemeen 
foe fold line in, redely, the third and four* sheet (30, 40) in foe initial state 
- less than 90%, preferably l ess than 80%, of the $ metBr pf ^ openiag (15) 

12. Confo^ according to one of claims 8-1 1, therein, W4 

^^^^^^^ ^ • 

^«ti^20%,offoen^^ passa ^^ qfa ^^^^ 
transversely to the fold line (31) of the third sheet (30). 

13. Combinalion according to one of clainiB a i«? - . 

E * 1 ciann8 8-12, wherein, viewed transversely tq 
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«^fcldlme(41)ofth efe ^ 

the ftstopening ( l6 ) is at feast 5%, preferably at feast l5 o/o, snch as a* feast go% 
of the maxima, passage width of said opening, yi^ed transversely*, the fold ' 
line (44) of the fourth sheet (40), 

14. Method for the use of a combination according to one of the preceding claims 
wherein the flat empty hag is first nxed by the first and second fixing against 
walled enclosure of the container chamber and only then is the bag filled with a 
filling vfe the second opeipo^ (is, 105). 

» 

15. Metfcdfertbeuseofacan*^^ 

according* claim 14, wherein the bag is emptied, or at least the final portion of 
the bag is emptied, via the first opening (16). 



